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Questions after the Event
It has been debated in after years whether by any action the British Government could have averted the terrible calamity which was now coming upon the world, and it has been suggested that if they had said clearly at the beginning, that if Germany and Austria declared war, they would intervene on the side of France and Russia, or even if they had said, when the crisis first became acute, that they would fight to prevent the invasion of Belgium, they would have stopped the war. But even on the Belgian question the decision was only reached when it was evident that the Belgians would resist, and were looking to us for help; and in point of fact either declaration at any early stage would have broken the Government and divided the country, which looked to Ministers to exhaust all efforts for mediation and peace before committing themselves to engage in war.
Still more, no one could say at the time whether any British action of this kind would act as a deterrent to one side or an incentive toAthe other, and, if it had failed, it would have left Great Britain exposed to the charge of having encouraged the war-makers on the side whose causes she had espoused. In the atmosphere of July, 1914, nearly all the soldiers in both the European camps had persuaded themselves that war was inevitable, and statesmen who sought to delay action by negotiations were said to be endangering the safety of their countries which now depended on the rigid execution of military plans. The Germans were convinced that the Schlieffen plan would enable them to conquer France before Great Britain could intervene; French and Russians were convinced that the German plan could only be defeated if it wore forestalled by rapid action on their part. It is improbable that a&y action by a Power which stood outside these military schemes would have affected the course of events. The drift to war had been checked a dozen times in the previous twenty years, but on each occasion it had become a little less probable that the peace would be saved, and finally it gained volume           t
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